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. I am sitting in my room watching the strong i
wind blow the trees outdoors, and 1180 watching the putting
down of }arge black irom pipes for water and sowerage on the
blotk on Buchanan Street just west of my house beofore the
herdsérfacing material is laid on this block- on Woodward
Street- the new street from Vanderhorst to wgrden next Zo
Joyner house. I guess I have never grown up for I have lway5
beon fascinated with construction work. And out the window I
gee huge iron pipelifters, road behemoths that cut & pipe
ditch as quickly:sasran eyae:winks.I can watch such for an houYy
at 3 time when close to machinery . I am that way about house
building, tooy I shall be interestedly looking at the Foster
house when it starts in Jyne right across from my piazzé.

Doarest'Rile&:

About Colonel Rion, his legal claim to be the son of the
heir to the French throne secreted to Canads. by Royalists in
the terrible s&nnihilation of tabes %o catoh him- during the Re-
formation in France is proven. This by the legal testimony.
ghd records of a lady from Florida , who nevor heard of the
son of the Dleuphin living in wWinnstoro. She was the doscondon&l
of & Dyp. John Buchanan of Hontreal CansdajBuchanan from Scot-
1and .t the dato given as stated in hor family Bitle~ brought
the heir to the F.throne, & child, and his wédowed mother, WhO
had married the grown-up Lauphin in Canada- to Savannah to be
1eft thore to be taken .hastily over and put on the throne if
the cause proved to be strong enough to do so. This chilq,and
wife wero under tho guarddanship of James H valhoun. The cau-
se in France grew wesker, and hopeless, 8o Calhoun took the
tabe and resred him in his home, giving him the care and love
of & child of his own- retaining his name. Colonel kion*- Jam-
os Henry de Rion as he was first known- had there under Cal-
houn & beautiful educatkon, including & lsgall training .He
was in the Civil War, and }ofused a prigaasxr- uJeneralshipe-
because he felt he could be n¢agrer his men, and inspire the
om to better efforts as colonel. He came to Winnsboro. and
was & noted barrister- & man of brilliant mind, and & chars ,
ming personality.With no law schools then, many young meén res&d.
1aw -under.James Kion hure. During the 8ivil Wer his .mother
wag in charge. of the Confederate Hospital, which wag in the
0old Cathcart house that once stood whero-the A.K. B.Cﬂurgh.f‘
is today. She:was proved to be & .women of fiheintellect, and
character. . e : L e pge

Colonel Rion had heart trouble , and my grandmother Buo~
hanen's first cousin, Dr. Thomas xotortson{ lived in the old

house John Buchanan took down to tuild his store) was hid’

dootor. Colonel Kion and Mrs. Rion wers int oimate friends of
my parents- thoy vere a1mpst, 1ike rolatives; and Colonel ki-
on in his humble way told Dr.Rotertson he had somothing. he
wished to divulge to his. family just, beforo the .end. And he
exacted a promise that D.. Fobertson would tell him whon he
thought his end was noar so he ocould tekl them a seglet. So
on & night Dr. Roberston told him he could tell his family
what ho wished. He called his wife,and said for her to look
in the corner of histrunk, and ‘bring him & carefully-wrapped
package. She did,and when it was unwrapped there wewxe gold. .
snuff box with th® bowbon crest, and an ivory crufix with .



gold Bourbon initiels on it. qusaid" I have never told you b

but I am the son of the iLBabphin of France, and these balongeé
to my father,bhdwr-to the throme. Yo was gecroted to Canada,
grew up thero, married an knglish Canedian, and died a very
young man in Canada.I wish the eldest mele of every generat-
ion go te named James Henry, and to have these mementoos".

The morning’afterwards 0ld Mrs. Rioh. sont &.note for my.
mother to come to her shé had something to tell her- amd that.
she was groatly grievd the Colonel had passed in the night.
This is the story that Mrs. hkion told my mother. jihis lady in

Florida wrote the news of the ancestor bringing the Rions to
Savannah. She was from Clearwater, Florida, and in: the. Clear-
water Musoum is the complete history of the Dawphin from the®
time he came to this continent. It was written:and placed there
ty the Mrs. Madeline Bychanan Gill, whose great-great-grand-
father had brought the Kions to- Savannah. Holbrook ‘Rion of Co-
luntiae, and E4 Bion, both have all this data , too,had from ..
the Florida rocord. Colonol Kion was the only rich men in th®
county. 1mm%diat1ey,after the Civil War. Hewas the lawyer for
the Charlobte , Augustaj;, and Savannah Reilroad(now the South
ern)H¥ got his feos from them and two other corporations in
United States tendor- while the rest of the country was stear« ..
ving without any good gscripte Ho lived in luxury, and enter-
tained the promimmnt men of the state lavishly. He had his
private gas plant for lighting, and some heating- btellpulls
and spoaking tubes were taken out of the house ty the Rabbs, who
bought ‘the home. Re connectédd .a filter .plant he made With'tgﬁﬂ
water tank of the Southern Railroad that usedtd stand 1in fror
of Pat Walkor's house on the tracks there. When my father bu-
i1t the hpmo for my mother -in I883 , Colonel Rion was goner=
ous and kind in letting us comneot with his pgipes, So we mev:-:
or have btoen withont waterworks since the house Was built; tubs
up anddownstairs was: our luck when Winnsboro had no sewerage; .
and water works. We had & gasoline pump and a 20foot tank im
our ¢ellar. His children did not reflect too much glory on the
name . the youngest, a fascinating daughter, Hannak)had 4 hus -~ .
bands, 'eand goes down in ¥ho.history &as holding & record. I
recall ,whon she divorced the first, andartived in town with.
Numter 2; very handsome son of-the Willisms of Sherwin-Will-
jems Paint owner, the Obear , 2nd .Walker households were the
only homes to receive her. She was dpmsideredd e disgraced cd
woman, beyond the pale of gociety. . Thisis & book %l o
hope to got exact copies of theseo recotds some day, and pube
1ish this charming , and rare romance that makes the 'Boro
oustanding for I am sure M0 other town in the country.has-suchr;
Lockwpod boty, N.B.C commentator, three eyasr ago said.no:one
ever know what]bocamo of theo.btabeo that legend said: escaped: to
Canada. I wrote hom, and we had & great.chrfeapg&%&pce on the
subject, and ho asked what would be the relatio Colonel .
«ion to the Protender to tho #yonck- throne, who pnlly two years
ago was allowed to return to Franco. I worked: out 4ph.cousine-
Put to be sure asked the ryench Lmbassador in:W. He agreed
with me in the relationship. - ' ST : :
dope you are keoping up the good 'work, and will be in town -
soon. Love to you and “ary Lou, . . T,y
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P.S. When my ship comes in one of ‘the. first purchases Will( v
be & good typewriter. Please excuse machine.AWe. . 0.



